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Letõs facilitate 
communication, sharing 
tools and best pratices 
for energy education  
 
 
 
As part of the Intelligent Energy Europe 
programme and its project to provide and 
circulate information, to exchange 
experience and to heighten energy 
awareness through energy education, ARENE 
Ile-de-France organized a Conference in 
September 2006.   
 
This event revealed the need for 
communication and information about 
available resources, key players, tools and 
projects in energy education.  
To facilitate access to this information, 
ARENE decided to provide this quarterly 
newsletter in French and English, to promote 
energy consciousness on a European scale.    
 
Available and downloadable in two versions, 
book and letter formats, it also has the aim 
of raising the profile of the groups involved, 
their materials and educational projects.  
 
Players in the field of energy, elected 
representatives and local authority 
technicians, associations and  companies, we 
hope this newsletter will be helpful to you in 
your projects resulting from the last 
European Conference, to raise energy 
consciousness, especially in young people, 
and to take up the challenge together for 
sustainable energy development.  
 
Happy reading!  
 

 

Marie-Pierre Digard,  

Presidente of ARENE Île -de-France 
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@ To consult : Useful Energy Education Links  
Website of the French Ministry for Education  ;  

Comit® de Liaison Energies Renouvelables (CLER)õs website on energy education  ;  

European Commission : Kids Corner (kids) ;  

European Commission : Kids Corner (teanagers) ;  

ADEMEõs website for teachers ;  

Regional initiative for education on sustainable development (Auvergne , France) ;  

Official website of EDEN project  ;  

Energy Kids PageñBiomass ;  

Energy Kids PageñSolar ;  

Renewable Energy Lesson Plans ;  

Small Savers ofé Energy! (Italia) ;  

CLERõs game on energy education ;  

Sustainable Energy Ireland ;  

Schools for Sustainable Development ;  

Carboschools ; 

APERE website (Belgium) ;  

FEEDU initiative ; 

Pedagogic tools of ABEA (curbain) ;  

Download Cit®nergie (ARENEõs game on energy education) ;  

The Information Center on Energy and Environment  ;  

Green Electricity website  ;  

Pedagogic exhibition ç La biodiversit® : Tout est vivant, tout est li® è 

Intelligent Energy Europe  newsletter  

http://eduscol.education.fr/D0214/pratiques_pedagogiques.htm
http://www.cler.org/info/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=152
http://www.managenergy.net/kidscorner/fr/u11/u11.html
http://www.managenergy.net/kidscorner/fr/o11/o11.html
http://www.enseigner-les-energies.com/
http://www3.ac-clermont.fr/pedago/environnement/themes/energie.htm
http://www.education-energie.org/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energyfacts/sources/renewable/biomass.html
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energyfacts/sources/renewable/solar.html
http://www.infinitepower.org/lessonplans.htm
http://www.piccolirisparmiatoridienergia.it/
http://www.cler.org/info/IMG/pdf/livret12.pdf
http://www.sei.ie/index.asp?locID=13&docID=-1
http://www.schoolsforsustainabledevelopment.org/
http://www.carboschools.org/
http://www.apere.org/fr/nos_activites/ere.php
http://www.feedu.be/
http://www.curbain.be/fr/education/index.php
http://www.areneidf.org/education/citenergie/citenergie-formulaire.html
http://www.ciele.org/
http://www.electricite-verte.com
http://www.education.gouv.fr/cid4682/la-biodiversite.html
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/library/doc/ienr_1_en.pdf
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A RENE  Ãle- de- France  : R esource center and E xpert advise agency  

 

The ARENE Ile-de-France  (Agence r®gionale de lõenvironnement et des nouvelles 
énergies), set up in 1994, is an associate organization of the Regional Council. By 
contributing to the integration of environmental and energy issues, it participates in 
sustainable development implementation in Ile -de-France. 

  

Its objectives are twofold  : 
 

ɻ To raise awareness about environmental issues, disseminate  best pratice , make 

known ôreferenceõ methods and operations  ; 
 

ɻ To evaluate the interest of new practices and assist with their experimentation ;  

 

Thanks to the skills of its team and the help of its specialist subcontractors, ARENE 
provides new, operational and strategical information for inhabitants of the Paris region 
and  local and regional authorities.    
 
ARENE communicates know-how acquired from innovative operations using a variety of 
means : guided tours of sites, workshops and forums, publications, events and  Internet 
with its website.    
 
Finally, ARENE assists innovative operations technically and in certain cases financially.  
 
This assistance takes the form of advice, feasibility studies and technical support for 
project managers in its areas of expertise.  

  

Areas of activity :  

  
ɻ Sustainable development in the local area, support of agendas 21;  

ɻ Decentralized co-operation ;  

ɻ Economic activities, social and charitable ;  

ɻ Environmental education ð Eco-citizenship ;  

ɻ Energy : renewable energies, energy efficiency ;  

ɻ High quality environmental of buildings, urban improvements and renewal ;  

ɻ Sustainable transport ;  

 
The ARENE is a member of RARE (Network of  regional energy and environmental 

agencies) and of FEDARENE (European Federation of Regional Agencies for Energy and the 
Environment).  

 
To learn more about our activities, visit our website :  

http://www.areneidf.org   

 

 Teaching materials of the ABEA  
 

The Urban Centre  / Brussels energy agency  (ABEA) advises 

Brussels inhabitants who are interested in sustainable urban 

development.  

The association promotes environmental  information and 

quality of life, housing, renovations, urban renewal and ur-

ban planning as well as rational energy  use.  

 

It has acquired expertise in the area of  domestic installa-

tions, advice for the public and energy awareness and  infor-

mation services for the local population.  

 

Their web site is an information goldmine, but also a vast 

resource of energy education materials. It provides feedback 

on school projects as well as free downloadable materials, 

such as ô Everyday energy-saving habits, save 30% õ.  

 

 

 

 

There are numerous other treasures because you can also download ô My energy notebookõ 

for pupils, ôHectorõs challengeõ about environmentally-friendly habits, a song called  ôLetõs 

consume differentlyõ, or  practical activities with the downloadable workbook ô Energy?, I 

use it intelligentlyõ  and its 17 worksheets.   
 

 

To find out more : www.curbain.be .  

http://www.rare.asso.fr/
http://www.fedarene.org/
http://www.areneidf.org
http://www.curbain.be
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Interview with Catrin Maby, Vice - President of FEDARENE  
in charge of energy education  

First of all, thank you for this interview, the first given in the ARENE IDFõnewsletter. To 
begin and to better know you, could you give us some details about who you are ?  

 

I am Director of the Severn Wye Energy Agency, a regional energy agency 
established in 1999, and working in the South West of England and Wales. 
We are 23 people and are active in energy advice for households, SMEs 
and local authorities, educational work with schools and adults, and 
developing the use of renewable energy in our area. Examples of our 
work are a programme for improving the energy efficiency of homes in 
Gloucestershire (around 13,000 properties improved to date), a wood 
fuel supply network, installations of renewable energy on community 
buildings,  and a programme of behavioural change for staff in public 
sector buildings.  

 

I have myself been involved in sustainable energy work since 1984 when I helped to 
establish an energy advice service for tenant organizations in London. I am an engineering 
graduate, but was first  drawn into the sustainable energy field by a concern about fuel 
poverty, the debt and health problems faced by many low income households living in 
energy inefficient homes. The solutions were clearly a combination of technical, economic 
and social issues, and this mixture made the work particularly interesting  to me.  
In more recent years the issues of climate change and security of supply have become more 
prominent, and fuel poverty is only a part of the work of our agency.   
You are the new Vice-President for Education & Awareness of FEDARENE. A new position 
within the organization. What is the meaning of this creation  ? What are your new 
responsibilities? 
 

Education and awareness are often considered the õsoftõ side of the sustainable energy 
agenda, but they are essential to the achievement of most other policy objectives. As such 
it is important to ensure that these areas are effectively addressed. My responsibility within 
FEDARENE is to raise awareness of these issues and do what I can to further understanding 
of this.  

Some key issues we have identified are:  
- Provision of commercially neutral and quality controlled advice to enable consumers to 
move from an awareness of the problems associated with unsustainable energy use to being 
able to take positive action about it ;  
- Translating technical information into comprehensible and realisable practical steps  
Adapting the message and the medium to the audience, in terms of motivation, interest, 
comprehensibility and feasibility ;  
- Addressing the lack of technical literacy of the general population in communications, as 
well as being aware of the level of general literacy and numeracy of the audience ;  
- Seeking ways to motivate and enable practical changes in behaviour to benefit fully from 
new technologies ;  
- Making the link between information and advice and the full realisation of the objectives 
and practical implementation of policy such as EPBD, Energy End-use and Services 
Directive, and full competition in fuel supply markets.  
- Social exclusion, measures for alleviation of fuel poverty and the common agenda with 
sustainability ;  
- Energy use in school and further educational buildings, energy in the curriculum and 
citizenship for a sustainable future.  

The two competitions are organised as follows : a collective  competition for drawings and 

paintings by children aged 7 -11 and an individual competition for photographs taken by 

children aged 12-16.  

 

New in 2007 : children aged 7-11, in the drawing and painting competition, will have to 

invent a mascot  or a new vehicle to appear on the ManagEnergy Kids Corner website. No 

entrants will be disappointed because all the artwork will be put on line for viewing.  

 

Intended to help educate children in the EU member states and European Economic Area 

countries, to adopt responsible behaviour with regard to energy, whether in terms of 

energy-saving or use of renewable energy. The site is in several languages.     

 

All European children may enter the competition. They can sign up online and send their 

work directly onto the website.  

For older children, a presentation of the competition is available on ManagEnergy webTV, 

which can be accessed via this link .  

Last yearõs winners were awarded solar energy kits or digital cameras.  

 

Kids Corner is a project that extends far beyond the competition. By combining 

creativity, imagination, awareness and a lot of fun, Kids Corner gives the children the 

chance to express themselves and provides an opportunity for teachers and parents to 

work on Energy and Sustainability Education with them. Of course, Kids Corner is also a 

web site on which children can discover the world of sustainable energy thanks to several 

specially-designed multi -media tools.  

http://www.managenergy.net/competition/competition_fr.html
http://www.managenergy.tv/me_portal/mst/_vi_wm_300_fr/2124/2129/index_player.html

